
A friend bought me this notebook for my birthday, (I do love stationary) 
“See beauty in every place”. As I use it, I feel the challenge rise up in me to 
find the beauty in all situations, even in this pandemic. It is a challenge (I 
wouldn't call myself a glass half-full sort of person naturally) but I’m           
confronted by the words of Paul in Philippians 4:11-13 “11 …. I have learned 
to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in 
need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of     
being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 
whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who 

gives me strength.”  This is not about putting a brave face on it, ‘looking on the bright side’, or 
in any way minimising difficulties, grief and hardship (that would be dishonest and reliant on 
our own strength and self-sufficiency), but it is looking to God to provide peace in the midst of 
whatever we are going through. Paul is referring to a divinely bestowed sufficiency, whatever 
the circumstances. Paul did not have it easy, he travelled long distances on foot and by ship, 
was arrested and imprisoned, put under house arrest, placed on trial and ultimately executed. 
It can feel like a contradiction to be both sad and thankful at the same time and yet this is so 
often the human experience. What are you grateful for, or what beauty have you found, even 
in these times? 
 

Sunday 3rd May, Rev Pete 
https://www.bgb.org.uk/blog/309  (then login with 
username: Guest  password: listen) 

It feels quite momentous to come to the 
end of such a thorough sermon series. A lot 
has changed since episode 1 in October. 
Even though our lives are very different 
now, Jesus is the same yesterday and today 
and forever (Hebrews 13:8). This series has taught us that while we may not always feel 
like we belong to God, the Holy Spirit is our witness that we do! We are God’s children and 
that means we are co-heirs with Christ, and receivers of an eternal inheritance. This is the basis 
of living with hope. It also makes us family, and there is a place for you in the church.              
You belong. You are wanted.  

• What have been your highlights of the Holy Spirit series? Are there any talks you want to 
go back to re-listen to via the website? 

• If you’re reading this and you’re not part of a church family, drop me an email, I’d love to          
encourage you.  

God Bless,  

Hannah (Hannah.jef@hotmail.com) 

Midweek Matters 
Take your everyday, ordinary life- your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and    

walking-around life and place it before God as an offering.” Romans 12:1 MSG 

Issue 6 

“The Spirit himself testifies  

with our spirit that we are 

God’s children” 

Romans 8:16 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bgb.org.uk%2Fblog%2F309&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8e8df057aa0a4ee8c25408d7ef2ce636%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637240848731029958&sdata=frB0fLUcwLeYY9%2FPds92SThGeh%2BCSYNncckoVBTI

