
I’ve been thinking this week about what it means to be church when we are not        
physically meeting in our building (yet).  

The verse that came to me was: 

“The Most High does not live in houses made by human hands” 
Acts 7:48 

The context of this chapter is that the first Christians (who were Jews) believed that      
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection had fulfilled everything they knew and believed from 
the Old Testament. They continued to worship at temple and synagogue alongside other 
Jews, but their belief in Jesus caused friction and many were ex-communicated from 
their synagogues and forced to meet in private homes for communion, prayer and   
teaching about Christ. Later, in the book of Acts, the church expands when it is            
persecuted and scattered.  

God has not caused this pandemic, but I believe God is using the closure of church   
buildings to scatter us, energise us and challenge us, to be more intentional about our 
inward faith, and more outward looking to meeting the needs of the people around us.  

I have never prayed as much as I have in the last 3-4 months. I have never been so glad 
to hear Pete’s voice on a Sunday morning recording! I have never sought out other 
churches online before to engage in more ideas and more worship throughout the week.  
I have never cared so much about the well-being of my church family, wanting to meet 
each other’s needs and care for the vulnerable among us. Those things were there        
before but they have been magnified while we are apart.  

If we think we can only be in the presence of God in a church building then we are     
massively limiting God. This is good news! By His Spirit you can invite him in to your 
home , you can invite him into your whole week and not just on a Sunday morning. 

If you are thinking, “well if it is that good why bother even returning to church at all?” I 
am sure I don’t need to tell you that nothing replicates human face-to-face contact. No 
amount of ‘Zoom’ can replace being with someone, and I long to see you, sit with you, 
lay a hand on your shoulder and pray for you, cry with you, rejoice with you, and sing 
alongside you. When we gather together we learn together and we encourage each    
other and it is good to meet together. We will get there, the building will re-open for  
services when it is safe and wise to do so, but until then don’t miss out on the presence 
of God with you right now.  

God Bless,  

Hannah                                          Thank you to Sarah for last week’s thoughts.  

Midweek Matters 
Take your everyday, ordinary life- your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and    

walking-around life and place it before God as an offering.” Romans 12:1 MSG 
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