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Sunday 29th November 2020- Exile lessons, Rev Pete 
 

I have enjoyed our audio podcasts but there was something extra special about seeing Pete 
and Steve speaking in our church, which some of us will not have stepped into in nearly 9 
months. As we head into advent, Pete concluded his series on exile lessons with a 
livestreamed service online on eternity.  Eternity here and now, not some future ‘going 
somewhere else’, but the meaning of the life we are living now, and our participation in the 
age to come, bringing heaven to earth.  
 
The bible is a tale of three trees. Creation 
(Genesis), Christ (at calvary) and new 
creation (Revelation). “The Bible Course” 
from the Bible Society is an overview of 
this big story in eight sessions. I would 
highly recommend it for your small group 
or personal study. We completed it after 
our 2018 Alpha and I still go back to those 
resources now.  Here are some notes I 
made on this topic: 
 

Tree of life in Genesis – The engine of creation is divine joy. Adam and Eve partner with God 
in the garden until they choose to go their own way and be their own gods. 
 

The tree at calvary - Jesus died on a tree for us and rose again. Sin defeated and the whole 
of creation rescued. Wholeness available through his grace and mercy. Reconciled to God.  
 

Tree of life in Revelation - a new creation – an Eden-like paradise is restored, partnering 
with God once again. No need for a building to worship in since the whole world is now a 
temple of God’s presence. 
 

• How can this eternal hope motivate us through our current challenges?  

• How might you share this hope with people in your life this Christmas? 

• How could you use advent intentionally to prepare your heart for Christ this 
Christmas? 

 

God Bless,  
Hannah (with thanks to Sally for the image) 

Midweek Matters 
Take your everyday, ordinary life- your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and    

walking-around life and place it before God as an offering.” Romans 12:1 MSG 
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