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Sunday 25th October 2020 – Rev Pete 
Exile lessons 6: Being an Andrew community 

In a time of reflecting about the role and purpose of church in our lives, Pete referred to Church 
on a Sunday as “the huddle” where we receive our assignment as followers of Jesus and then 
we go out (back into our week, our family, our work, our community) and “get back into the 
game” of introducing people to Jesus.  As soon as I heard those words I knew this week’s 
midweek matters needed to be a joint effort with my Mark, an avid American Football fan! 
 

What do I miss most about church? The team huddle. 
 
In American football, the huddle happens before every 
‘play’ where, on offense, the quarterback (QB) gives out 
the instructions to their teammates. (Pete – this makes 
you our QB!) We need direction and we need teammates.  
 
The objective is to go the length of the field (100 yds in 
total) to score a touchdown. Now the thing is you do not 

have to go 100 yards in just 1 play. You can plan to go fast or slow, as long as you keep making 
each set of 10 yards in 4 tries (or downs). I believe the Christian journey is a direction of travel 
rather than an “in” or “out” scenario, and for some people they might go the whole 100 yards 
in just 1 play, but most people move towards a relationship with Jesus much more 
incrementally and slowly. And that is where we must persist in prayer.  
 
Also, although there are only 11 players on the field at any one time, a team is made up of a 53 
player roster. Each player has their own job or role in the team. Some throw, some run, some 
catch, some tackle but all are needed to make a team successful. The kicker may only touch the 
ball 4 or 5 times in a game but the result may come down to the very last kick. The team cannot 
win without every player using their skills, and it is the same in our church family. You might not 
see that person come to Jesus, but you have a role in their faith journey. We each have our 
assignment. 
 

• Who have you seen come to Jesus? Thank God for them now. 

• Who helped you on your journey? Send them a message thanking them. 

• Who are you persistently praying for? Could you invite someone else to pray for them with 
you? 
 

 God Bless, Hannah and Mark (with thanks to Sally for the image) 

Midweek Matters 
Take your everyday, ordinary life- your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and    

walking-around life and place it before God as an offering.” Romans 12:1 MSG 
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