
This Week   

 The Sunday service will be live in the church with Communion, podcast will 

be available as soon as possible after the service.    

 Remember to logon to access them.  

 Church Chat and catch up on  Sunday at 12:00 via Zoom.  

 There is quite a lot of content this week but not quite back to a 14 

page lockdown edition and remember the clocks go back 

 

Find us on https://www.bgb.org.uk/  and  

October 25th 2020 

Stourhead 2018 

https://www.bgb.org.uk/


Looking forward to a future together 

Dear friends, 

As a leadership we have had a lot of varied conversations over the last few months as to how to take 

things forward as a church.  This has been complicated in recent times by changing advice we are 

being given and by the obvious rise in the rate of infections. 

At present we have a number of restrictions on how we can use the building.  These include, cleaning 

before and after, face masks, social distancing measures, no singing, no music which entails people 

having to talk loudly to be heard.  This is actually requiring quite a bit of work to set up and before we 

come away from the service.  This is undertaken by Matt Bonham who sets the chairs out, Stuart and 

myself who handle the cleaning and Steve Clark who manages the sound desk.   

Currently we hold two services every month.  A Kids Church takeover and a service for anyone.  

These are scheduled to continue for the foreseeable future.  We had been looking at increasing these 

until cases and local advice started changing at the end of September.  However, for the foreseeable 

future we will remain with this pattern until there is a downturn in the number of infections locally.  I will 

set out a roadmap for us in a table below. 

Alongside this we have kept the lounge free of any use but church.  It is deep cleaned on a Saturday 

afternoon and is not used by any other group but church.  When it is used, it is ventilated by having 

the fire door open and a window, and all chairs are sprayed with a special disinfectant after.  It has 

been used by two groups so far.  At the moment I have everyone coming through me so as we can 

make sure it is  

a) suitable timing – no one else using it and other users are aware it is being used.  

b) we are aware of users for track and trace purposes. 

We are also aware of a large number of our more vulnerable members, and those sheilding 

because of relatives, who find the thought of re-entering the building a very difficult prospect.  You 

matter to us as much if not more than any member of the congregation.  We long for the day when we 

can greet you in person again.  As a leadership we want to assure you that we will continue to have 

you at the front of our minds as and when we start to open up the building more.  If we do something 

for the whole church we will also do it streamed, for download or in text form to make it accessible.  

We do have some logistical hurdles to get over in terms of copyright and technical/resource capabili-

ties, but we are working on those as a team. 

So where do we see ourselves going over the coming months?  Obviously with the rising cas-

es projected to carry on until at least Easter our planning needs to take on board regulation and ad-

vice from  government, local authority and church authorities.  Hence we are not envisaging any in-

crease in meeting in the building as a church before Christmas.  We have a number of possibilities 

around Christmas myself and Steve Clark are exploring, but again, these depend on us legally being 

able to do them.  I think the best way to explain it is to put it into a table which I have done below…. 



Tier Live services Small Groups Church meetings Prayer Angels 

3 The likelihood is we 
will not be able to 
meet physically.  
But, Live Services 
will be reviewed 
along with local, 
church and national 
advice.  If advice is 
we have to legally 
stop using the build-
ing, we would move 
to online presence 
as we did March to 
June.  There would 
be no less provision. 

These will be 
reviewed 
along with 
local, church 
and national 
advice 

These will be re-
viewed along with 
local, church and 
national advice 

Prayer warri-
ors can con-
tinue virtually 
and prayer 
partners is 
encouraged 

Caring for 
one another 
virtually is 
encouraged 

2 Hope is to have the 
same services as 
Tier 1.  But These 
will be reviewed 
along with local, 
church and national 
advice. 

Depending 
on advice the 
lounge will be 
available. 

These will be re-
viewed along with 
local, church and 
national advice 

Prayer warri-
ors can con-
tinue virtually 
and prayer 
partners is 
encouraged 

Caring for 
one another 
virtually is 
encouraged 

1 1 Normal 
1 Kids Church Take-
over every month 

A Covid Se-
cure lounge 
is available 
for small 
groups to 
meet socially 
distanced for 
prayer and 
study 

We hope to begin to 
meet again virtually 
on Zoom or Mi-
crosoft teams with 
people able to dial in 
to listen as well as 
log on through the 
computer/tablet/
smart phone 

Prayer warri-
ors can con-
tinue virtually 
and prayer 
partners is 
encouraged 

Caring for 
one another 
virtually is 
encouraged 

No 
Tier 

Depending on ad-
vice, we hope to 
work towards more 
services will begin to 
happen in the build-
ing 

Small groups 
will be en-
couraged to 
be meeting 
again.  The 
lounge will be 
available 

Church meetings in 
the building will be 
worked towards, de-
pending on local ad-
vice 

Prayer meet-
ings will start 
to be held 
physically 
again 

Caring for 
one another 
virtually is 
encouraged 



As it stands we are in Tier 1 but with rapidly increasing infection rates and warnings from the county 

medical officer that we are approaching Tier 2 rapidly.  If Tier 2 is applied as it has been within other 

areas there would be no need to close the two services we currently have.  If we ended up in Tier 3, it 

is likely we would not be able to meet at all. However, this does not mean church stops!  We would 

simply have to moved back to online, hardcopy and other forms of communication. 

Of course all this presupposes two things,  

    1)that the system remains as it is,  

 2) the County don’t bring in extra restrictions which they are entitled to do under current legis-

lation. 

You will see from this that the small groups are going to be essential for us as we start to try and 

keep a sense of community.  As such myself and the elders will be scheduling a meeting with those 

that are nominal ‘guardians’ of our small groups to try and open a dialogue as to how we can use 

these more effectively.   

You will also notice that church meetings will start to be activated again.  We will have to do this virtu-

ally for the time being.  BUT, these will be on zoom, recorded, and the audio available from the web-

site after the meeting.  The nature of this type of meeting is that it won’t be the same as our ‘chats’ we 

have been used to, but will have to be much more formal with them being more of an information giv-

ing exercise, and the chance for anyone to ask questions before the meeting.   

There are also two initiatives which will be in the news sheet this week.   

Angels.  Cathryn is going to coordinate a pastoral encouragement network.  I would ask you to 

read what she writes and consider carefully if you can be involved in this.  It is the kind of thing 

anyone can be involved in, whether they are 4 or 40 or 400!  But it is up to us as individuals if 

we want to rebuild our connectedness, and make this work. 

Prayer Partners.  Heidi and I chatted this week and you will see her plea for a prayer partner.  If 

we feel that there is a real desire to take up this idea, we will start to put something together 

as a team to formalise getting people connected who want to be connected in this way.   

These two things, along with our virtual meetings, can continue no matter what tier we find ourselves 

in, no matter what the future holds.  If we are serious about being church together yet apart, then we 

need to opt into these things. 

I hope this helps with explaining both where we are, and where we will be going, as soon as we can.  

You will appreciate that many of the decisions are given to us rather than mandated by us, whether 

that through our governing bodies, or through the government/local authority structures.  BUT, be as-

sured, none of us want the current arrangements to have to last longer than they have to. 

Every blessing on you and your families, and stay safe 

Pete 

Revd Pete Worth,  Barnt Green Baptist 



Autumn Angels 
 

With Covid-19 not showing any immediate decline and with government restrictions unlikely 
to lift anytime soon I’ve been wondering how we can engage with each other better. Even if 
you’re part of a small group or in contact with some from the church we’re definitely missing 
out on our random chats over coffee or opportune conversations that might have been had in 
passing!   If you’re like me you’re also full of good intentions to get in touch with someone but 
your execution might not live up to it!  So, I’m looking for Autumn Angels (hint, this means 
you!) 

 

Questions? 
What is an Autumn Angel?  An Autumn Angel is someone who wants to give someone in our church 

a bit of a boost (lets face it, we could all do with that occasionally at the moment).  The Autumn Angel is 
given a name of someone in the church.  They spend a few days thinking about and praying for that per-
son and then they get in touch with them.  This could be by posting a note, a phone call or sending an 
email. It could be a ‘just writing to say I’ve been praying for you and thought I’d say hello’ or a bible verse, 
a drawing (sure our younger members would be good at that).   That’s it!  So simple but for those few 
days someone in our church has been lifted up in prayer and then had someone engage with 
them.  Priceless! 

If I become an Autumn Angel how do I chose who to get in touch with?  You don’t.  I will 

have a list of church members and we will use that so we don’t all go for the same person!  I also want to 
include all ages - this can be for the very young to the very young - both being Autumn Angels and being 
on the receiving end of it.  

What happens after I’ve sent my letter or made my phone call?  Nothing, apart from be en-

couraged to come back to me and ask for another name and do the whole thing again. You can try this 
just one time, do one a week, ask for a name when you feel you have the time or not take part again at 
all. 

What if I don’t want to be on the receiving end of this?  Just let me know and I’ll make sure 

you’re off the list. 

I’d like a go at being an Autumn Angel.  What do I do now?  Get in touch with me and I’ll give 

you a name.   

Why Autumn Angels?  Because I’m rubbish at coming up with catchy titles and this was as good as I 

could get.  Angels - because we’re lifting people in prayer/looking out for them (just don’t get all theologi-
cal on this term with me) and Autumn because I thought we’d try it during the Autumn and see how we 
get on.  If it goes well perhaps we’ll have Christmas Angels too! 

Any questions just let me know. 

 

Cathryn Worth 

0121 445 5850 /  07747703281 

cathworth@me.com 

tel:0121%20445%205850
mailto:cathworth@me.com


 

 

Prayer partners 

Dear church family, 

I am looking for someone who would be happy to pair up for prayer with me. 

What I’ve missed most over the last 7+ months was our prayer time together.  With lock-
down and covid restrictions many of us have missed church fellowship and home groups. 
And although Zoom is useful, it’s not quite the same. 

 

There are increasing prayer needs within the church, the village, our country and world 
wide. In the past I’ve prayed with individuals over the phone and wondered whether others 
may find this way of prayer is worth trying? 

 

We could start with just 10-15 minutes a week: 5 minutes catching up and 10 minutes pray-
er and see where it goes from there?  It could make such a huge difference to us and the 
people and communities we care about. 

 

If more of us join in – there could be the potential of a whole prayer network.  Some may 
wish to pair up with a few prayer partners (one at a time) and share prayer needs across 
the community network (with consent of course) and maybe enhance our church prayer 
ministry. 

I could see it fit into our “angel programme” as well. 

 

Let me know what you think.  

Lots of love.  

Heidi xx  

07925 861109 

heiditwilley1@sky.com 

 

 

mailto:heiditwilley1@sky.com


Church chat and catch up  

Online with Zoom 

Every Sunday at 12:00 till 12.30.  
Pop in for a chat you never know who might be there, for the 

full session or just for 5 minutes before lunch.     

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87205569890?
pwd=ckdUN21DR2thNlI2SUFLUDB3R2pqUT09 

Meeting ID: 872 0556 9890 
Password: 307244 

  

if you are coming to the service on Sunday the box 

will be there as normal and we will get it to them 

next week. If you would like your contribution 

picked up just let us know   

Tins 

Pasta  

Toiletries  

Treats 

All welcome 
 

 

are always in need of help  

https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87205569890%3Fpwd%3DckdUN21DR2thNlI2SUFLUDB3R2pqUT09&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca29aba9e411e4c0b959d08d8059fc619%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637265531060482241&sda
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87205569890%3Fpwd%3DckdUN21DR2thNlI2SUFLUDB3R2pqUT09&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca29aba9e411e4c0b959d08d8059fc619%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637265531060482241&sda
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=coffee+images&id=A7FB90B4C1EC27D4B2A04985757AE2B83E43310A&FORM=IQFRBA


Sarah  will be taking the gifts to BCM after the service in the building in November, so 
please  bring them then.  Alternatively, you can drop them off to Sarah at home  or we can 
arrange collection.  

 All toys must be new.    Thank you    



Tearfund Big Quiz - Sat 14th November, 7pm 

 

Register now to join in on the church website here or email me, Steve 

on outreach@bgb.org.uk It should be a lot of fun and it would be 

great to everyone involved. In 2018 over 22,000 in over 500 

churches took part. You can be part of something big and make 

significant impact on the lives of others, like Alaya 

A link to the Zoom will be sent out in the hour before we start. I 

hope it will last not much more than the hour, but it depends on 

how much banter there is! The final round will be a special, cli-

mate and eco-justice themed scavenger hunt. 

Your team can be just your household or you can join up with 

others remotely, using an app like WhatsApp or Facetime, and 

play as one team, but still all login to the Zoom. Just share the 

link with your team when you get it. 

I am looking forward to a big night for church and a bigger night 

in the fight against poverty.  

Steve   

https://www.bgb.org.uk/content/big-quiz-2020
mailto:outreach@bgb.org.uk
https://www.tearfund.org/about_you/fundraise/the_big_quiz_night/running_on_empty/
https://www.tearfund.org/about_you/fundraise/the_big_quiz_night/running_on_empty/


Environmental Action  

Washing machines and tyres two of the least interesting 

subjects we could discuss!  

The link between washing machines and tyres is their release of microplastics into the envi-

ronment, for something almost invisible why should we be concerned with this?  Our own 

health and the health of marine life and an important part of our food chain are reasons to 

take this seriously.  

Some of this material is drawn from a radio programme called Science Café which you can 

get on BBC Sounds  

 

Our washing machines produce anything from 500,000 to millions of microfibres per wash, 

from our predominately plastic based clothes, these are then released into the waste water 

system and many of them will find their way into rivers and seas. Even natural fibres will 

shed microfibres but sadly many of these are combined with chemicals and can be toxic 

too.  Even plankton has been found to contain microplastic and this goes all the way up the 

marine food chain. 

 

Many people see having an electric car as a major Green box ticked for them, and it is true 

that they will not be producing PM2.5 diesel emissions, which can be inhaled and even ab-

sorbed into the bloodstream, however the tyres on all our cars produce microplastic parti-

cles of the same size, and it turns out that tyres are the 2nd largest contributor to micro-

plastics in our environment. Tyre particles are both airborne and washed into our water 

courses, so potentially affecting our respiratory health and marine life. 

 

So now you are probably thinking  that seems like two difficult problems to solve, which is 

true, however technological solutions around washing machine filters and electrostatic cap-

ture of tyres particles are in progress. 

Things we can do such as wash less often, wash at lower temperatures on shorter cyccles, 

fill the machine up, and of course go round corners slower ( I said that before Sue wrote in) 

and brake more gently. There is plenty of online advice out there some of it good and some 

of it not so good.  

Hopefully some food for thought, let me know what you think     thanks Stuart  

 


