November 29th 2020

There were some lovely tributes paid to our friend Max on Monday, particularly his practical skills,
many of you know he made the cross above for the new church building, and that he did plenty of
work on the old building too. It was really fitting that Gio finished making the new communion table
just before the service. We put it on the stage firstly because it looks great, and secondly because I
know Max would have been running his hands over it, and appreciating the craftmanship

This Week


The arrangements for Sunday morning are different (see over)



Church Chat and catch up on Sunday at 12:00 via Zoom.

Find us on https://www.bgb.org.uk/ and

Sunday Morning service Nov 29th
This week the Service will be Broadcast at 10.30am
via Facebook live
•

Go to Facebook

•

In search type in “Barnt Green Baptist Church”

•

You should then see a live window which you can select from
10.30 , if not go to Video and find it there

If you don’t do Facebook
The podcast will then be available in video and audio
from early afternoon in the same way as we have
been accessing it over lockdown from the Church
Website under Sermons.
Please bear with us as we pilot these methods of
getting the services to you in different formats.

ToyLink at BCM
On Saturday morning we collected a boot-full of toys to take to Birmingham City
Mission to be distributed to children in the city who might otherwise not receive any
Christmas presents. Thanks to all who brought bags of toys and to those who have
given online.
Apparently, by the end of last week BCM had just about run out of toys and the lady
that I have been in contact with said that the timely arrival of our gifts shows that
God always provides.
If you haven't given and would like to, there's still time. You can do it online
by choosing a gift from an online store and having it delivered straight to BCM, or
by making a donation at give.net/toylink
The address to have toys sent to is:
Birmingham City Mission, The Clock Tower, 2 Langdon Street, Birmingham B9
4BP (open Mon-Fri 9-4pm).

Thank you for showing God's blessing to children and families this Christmas.
Sarah X

This has been running on our Facebook and Instagram pages all month but for people who
don’t follow those here is a photo of what is needed. Lois and I are collecting and can deliver
to NewStarts for people.
Thanks Hannah

The Jolly Christmas Post(woman)
For any of you who would like to send Christmas cards to members of our church family but are struggling for addresses, or
access to stamps or the cards themselves, or are unable to go
and post them due to shielding, fear not!
I am happy to come and collect your Christmas cards from you
and push them through people’s doors. Some people may
choose not to send them this year, to donate to a charity instead, but I love getting post and I feel like a word of encouragement is needed this Christmas more than ever.
Drop me a phone call (0121 445 0070)

or email (Hannah.jef@hotmail.com) if I
can help.
Hannah (J)

The video of the funeral of Max Sayer is on the church web site on this link
https://www.bgb.org.uk/content/thanksgiving-service-max-sayer

Church chat and catch up
Online with Zoom

Every Sunday at 12:00 till 12.30.
Pop in for a chat you never know who might be there, for the
full session or just for 5 minutes before lunch.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87205569890?
pwd=ckdUN21DR2thNlI2SUFLUDB3R2pqUT09
Meeting ID: 872 0556 9890
Password: 307244

Autumn Angels
Dear All
Thank you to all who have volunteered to be an Autumn Angel. Over the last few weeks a good number of
people or families in the church have benefitted from having someone especially praying for them for a few
days and then sending them a little note of encouragement, phone call or email. We’ve had families take
on the task and join together and we’ve had individual Angels ranging from 16 to a lot lot older!
The feedback I have had has been lovely. To receive a communication from someone you weren’t expecting has given people a real lift - and a lovely encouragement knowing they have been in someone’s prayers specifically for a few days.
What’s it all about. In case you missed it……
With Covid-19 not showing any immediate decline and with government restrictions unlikely to lift anytime
soon I’ve been wondering how we can engage with each other better. Even if you’re part of a small group
or in contact with some from the church we’re definitely missing out on our random chats over coffee or
opportune conversations that might have been had in passing! If you’re like me you’re also full of good
intentions to get in touch with someone but your execution might not live up to it! So, I’m looking for Autumn Angels (hint, this means you!)
What is an Autumn Angel? An Autumn Angel is someone who wants to give someone in our church a bit
of a boost (lets face it, we could all do with that occasionally at the moment). The Autumn Angel is given a
name of someone in the church. They spend a few days thinking about and praying for that person and
then they get in touch with them. This could be by posting a note, a phone call or sending an email. It
could be a ‘just writing to say I’ve been praying for you and thought I’d say hello’ or a bible verse, a drawing (sure our younger members would be good at that). That’s it! So simple but for those few days someone in our church has been lifted up in prayer and then had someone engage with them. Priceless!
If I become an Autumn Angel how do I chose who to get in touch with? You don’t. I will have a list of
church members and we will use that so we don’t all go for the same person! I also want to include all ages - this can be for the very young to the very young - both being Autumn Angels and being on the receiving end of it.
What happens after I’ve sent my letter or made my phone call? Nothing, apart from be encouraged to
come back to me and ask for another name and do the whole thing again. You can try this just one time,
do one a week, ask for a name when you feel you have the time or not take part again at all.

What if I don’t want to be on the receiving end of this? Just let me know and I’ll make sure you’re off
the list.
I’d like a go at being an Autumn Angel. What do I do now? Get in touch with me and I’ll give you a
name.
Why Autumn Angels? Because I’m rubbish at coming up with catchy titles and this was as good as I
could get. Angels - because we’re lifting people in prayer/looking out for them (just don’t get all theological
on this term with me) and Autumn because I thought we’d try it during the Autumn and see how we get
on. If it goes well perhaps we’ll have Christmas Angels too!
Any questions just let me know.

Cathryn Worth
0121 445 5850 / 07747703281
cathworth@me.com

London Bridge terror attack
You probably remember seeing this everyday
hero tackling a terrorist with a Narwhal tusk,
and then lying on him to stop him killing himself and others with what he thought was a
real suicide vest.
Darryn Frost has had his life turned upside
down by this event, which prompted him to
leave a card written upside down and a rose
hung upside down at the scene of the incident.
This is what it said ……..

“I write this card upside down to reflect my world now
You got what you wanted, now you and others are dead, they had no
choice you stole that from them
Jack showed you love and care which many think you did not deserve,
this shows Jack’s belief in humanity
Perhaps we can somehow turn your misguided and evil actions to promote love, kindness and compassion.
Finally I leave you a rose from me which I hang upside down as I try to
be as compassionate as Saskia and Jack were, but realise that I still
have some way to go.
I have done all that I can to extinguish hate just like I did on the bridge
that day with others.
I will show you and hopefully the world the power of love.”

Darryn still relives the events and has problems with flashbacks, depression
and sleep but he also said this about the terrorist
“ I saw a lot of sadness in that guy’s face, I saw a man who was depressed,
he had nothing to live for anymore. We have such an oppressive way of dealing with people who have offended, that we take away their hope, that man
had no hope left, and the only way to change people is with hope for something to live for, if you take away everything that they have to live for, then going for an extreme way they’ve got a promise in their religion as their only viable solution.”
Food for thought

Kids’ Church & Youth Church
Kids’ Church and Youth Church are still going strong, despite these strange
times. We meet on Zoom on Sundays, KC one week and YC the next. It is
so good to be able to connect with our children and young people and to see
their smiling faces! It’s great that Matilda and Violet are often able to
join in from Northern Ireland. That has been the silver lining to this particular cloud.
Please remember the children and young people in your prayers. It can be
easy to think that they are young and carefree but their normal lives have
been disrupted and they may feel anxious. Many of them will be aware
that people have died from this virus and that can make them feel afraid.
Please pray:
That they will cope with disruptions to school life;
That their learning will not suffer;
For peace when they may be feeling anxious;
For good health for them and their families;
For those missing friends and family members that can’t visit;
That they will still experience the joy of their birthdays and Christmas
even if normal celebrations are curtailed.

Thank you,
Sarah X

